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JA&T win first home game against

NorfoCk State

THE A T REGISTER
SGA uses 'strip' for relief
September

14,2005

What Can You Do?

30 A&T students were
affected by Hurricane
Katrina.
The N.C. A&T University
Foundation will be accepting
contributions for A&T students with financial needs
who were affected directly b}
Hurricane Katrina.
Contributions will be accepted at Aggie Suites Suite
171, or mailed to P.O. Box
20366, Greensboro, N.C.
27411 call 256-0380 or 2560381. All credit cards are
accepted. If you have questions, information or feedbacl
for AGGIES CARE, please
email wecare@ncat.edu.

-

By Krystal Petteway

Contributor
Sympathetic citizens are continuing to help the victims of
Hurricane Katrina in any way they

A&T students are lending their
time and money to a campus-grown

aid effort.
On Sept. 9, hundreds of Aggies
gathered for the "Strip Takeover"at
the sidewalk in front of the bookstore to support the victims.
Students donated clothes, water,
canned goods and nonperishable
items. While at the strip, Megan
Brooks, SGA vice president of
external affairs, said she was excited
about the response from the students. "This is showing that we, as
a group of young people, are not
selfish and all we need is a little

done"
Members of the SGA and Dem
Dawgs, gave away free popsicles and
cotton candy as students socialized
on the strip. SGA President Justin
Ramey said that the "Strip
Takeover" had multiple purposes
"This whole operation took place
not to only bring life back to the
strip, but also to have a Hurricane
Katrina relief," Ramey said. "Not
only are we here to donate to the
hurricane victims but this event was
also planned to help students learn
about AIDS."
Ramey partnered with
Dominique Tillman, SGA attorney
general, and Michelle Glover to
establish the Status Club. The
organizers of the club hope to have
at least 5,000 students tested for
AIDS. This was the Status Club's

bers of other campus organizations
did not end at the "Strip Takeover."
"The members of Delta Sigma
Theta and Omega Psi Phi will be
volunteering at the Greensboro
Coliseum to help out with the victims, and the clothes that we have
collected will be sent to American
Red Cross," said Patrice Murphy, of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc..
Disaster andaid groups set up
housing at the coliseum to house
people who were displaced by

first event

Aggies were affected; you never

awareness to get things

Tlie generosity from the mem

Hurricane Katrina.

The American Red Cross told
coliseum officials to demobilize
because there were no victims being
sent to Greensboro
Bobby Teachey, of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity Inc., said, "The
opportunity is here for us all to get
involved, especially since other
know next time, it could be us."

PHOTO BY MIKE MCC!

As of Sept. 9, the SGA raised about $12,500 to hel

the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

2 survivors
of Katrina
start at A&T
By

Stancheka Boone
Features Editor
Leon Felder used to walk one
block to see Lake Pontchartrain in
New Orleans. After Aug. 29, the
water from Lake Pontchartrain rose
to the second floor of Felder's twostory house
Felder watched his city, neighbors and friends struggle through
the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina on television. He said that
watching it was like watching a bad
movie and he wanted it to end.
The situation watching the storm
became very spiritual for me, Felder
said.
"It looked just like something out
of the bible; I got out, but it was
the end of the world for some people," he said.
Before the natural disaster hit,
Felder and his family fled the
storm, heading to Georgia to be
with relatives
Felder was a sophomore at
Nicholls State University in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana at the time of the
hurricane. Michael Williams was a
freshman at Southern University at
New Orleans. Both students grew
up in New Orleans, a place that
some now call "the lost city."
"New Orleans is a different city;
it had a lot of culture," Williams
said. "There is no place like New
Orleans.
The University of North
Carolina Board of Governors has
adopted a resolution that states
that studewnts who have been displaced because of Hurricane
Katrina can enroll in any of the 16
UNC schools with waived tuition
and fees
On Sept. 8, Felder and Williams
came to Greensboro to be enrolled
at North Carolina A&T State
University

Christie Felder, Leon's sister,
helped to get him to Greensboro
"Having graduated from A&T, I
knew the kind of support and assis-

tance he would receive

that I would be comfortable and
know that he was taken care of
other than A&T," she said.
A&T has provided both students with housing, meal plans,
clothing and books.
Felder was placed in Riverwalk
Apartments andWilliams now
resides in Pride Hall.
"They put me in Pride Hall
because I have a lot of Pride,"
Williams said in upbeat spirits
Felder said that the local
American Red Cross has also
helped their family in several ways
"The Red Cross gave us debit
cards for money for clothes or if
you needed cash or gas money,"
Christie Felder said.
Leon Felder said that he has
been given basically everything that
he needs

"Everything else is a want,

said.
Leaving a life behind, none of

the three Hurricane Katrina evacuees were able to bring much with
them.
Williams said that he brought
one outfit, shoes and slippers from
home. Christie Felder said all that
she brought could fit into an
overnight bag and Leon Felder said
he brought nothing with him.
The devastation of the storm left
many homes unsalvageable in New
Orleans. Christie Felder said that
North Carolina will most likely be
her family's new home because of
the amount ofloss.
"We Will go back to the city, but
we will never live there again," she
said.
Williams said that he plans to
stay in North Carolina at least until
he finishes college.
Although they made it out of
New Orleans alive, Leon, Christie
and Williams shared the same idea
about what could and should have
been done to save more lives.

Box E-25, 1601 E. Market St.
Greensboro, NC 27411
Newsroom (336) 334-7700
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'2005

—

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

A&T's Golden Delight dressed as boxers during the "Band Brawl" against Norfolk State

IT'S FIGHT MUSIC
By Krystal Petteway

Contributor
Exhuberant sounds and
filled Corbett Sports
Center on Sept. 9
Two of the most prestigious
HBCU bands battled from the
essence of their dancers up to
the vigorous vibration of their
tubas
A&T's Blue & Gold
Marching Machine and
Norfolk State University
Spartan Legion took turns
playing musical numbers.
A&T's band director
Kenneth Ruffand Norfolk
State's band director O'Neill
Sauford were partners in putting on this exhilarating battl
"Sanford and I host the battle of the bands to raise scholarship money for studentsthat
wish to major in music Ruff
said.
Hundreds of people were in
attendance to witness A&T's
first band brawl.
sights

"

The heat was on as the
bands marched into Corbett
gym and got ready to battle.
Once the bands began, they
dueled musically for three
hours.
Each band made their grand
entry playing their school's
fight song.
During the brawl,

HBCU NEWS

Students
search for
new
schools

each sec

tion was given the opportuni-

show off their talent.
The battle of the bands i
for each section to deliver a
sound with perfect clarity and
ty to

resonance to become one

instrument," Jasmine
Galloway, senior A&T saxophone player said
The band also c npeted as
a whole, performing pop,
R&B and fanfare musical
pieces,

There were nine rounds of
competition

In the second round, the
woodwind sections took cen
ter stage. Flute, piccolo, clar
inet and saxophone players

See RESIDENTS, Page 3

INSIDE
The A&T Register

from the

entire Aggie family and there was
just nowhere else I could think of

Sea BRAWL, Page 2

A&T's Blue & Gold Marching Machine battled Norfolk
State University's Spartan Legion in nine rounds of
musical competition.

News
HBCU News
World/NationalNews

NATIONAL NEWS

Bush visits
Gulf Coast

Jackson

appears
in new
movie

Aggie takes

home idol
title

Entertainment
Features

Wall Street Journal
Editorial
Sports

Iraq awful, says
Aggie who served

Weekly Calendar
Sept. 14
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Career Awareness Fair
Corbett Sports Center

7 p.m

Adriana Galbreath
Contributor

by

Mr. Gamma Interest Meeting
Crosby 210
hosted by the Gamma Chapter of
Sigma GammaRho Sorority, Inc.
7:06 p.m
Miss Black & Gold Interest
Meeting
Student Union Room 101
hosted by the Beta Epsilon.
Chapter of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Sept. 15
10 p.m. to 2:30

a.m,

Official NC A&T vs. Hampton
Football Afterparty
Cheap Seats
\hosled by the Alpha Nu Chapter Oj
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

10:30p.m
$2 Blue and GoldAfter Party

Rumba Latina
hosted by Mu Psi Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi

10 p.m. to 2 a.m
Foam Party
Greensboro Ballroom

PHOTO BY ERICA FRANKLIN

Michael Williams adjusts to his new home in Pride
Hall. He spends time with new friend Clarice Fultz.
RESIDENTS continued from Page 1
Christie Felder said she feels that
the government forgot about the
people ofNew Orleans.
"The government should have
spent the money necessary to
repair our levy system decades ago
when they first discovered that we
were in jeopardy," Christie Felder
said.
"The price tag they put on the
levy is not as high as the price of
the lives that were taken by this
tragedy," she said.
"They should've gotten to us;
we've gotten to the other side of
the world; to other hemispheres
faster than they got to New
Orleans," she said. "And that's just

time and it's been overlooked, but
its not just New Orleans; it's like
that in every city in America;
there's someone who is just a good
thunderstorm away from being

homeless just like we were," she
said.
Early in the government's search
for survivors, some citizens of the
underwater city began to loot.
Williams said that the people who
were looting were just trying to eat

and survive
"I would do the same thing," he
said. "If you're hungry, you're hungry-

Christie Felder said she does not
agree with the media's label of peo-

ple who have been displaced by the
storm.

hosted by NxLevel

Sept. 16

-

10 p.m. 2:30 a.m.
Flirt After Work FRIDAYS
"The Official Virgo Edition"
Gabriel's
4312 Big Tree Way
hosted by the Kinetic Group
21 and up

10 p.m.
Pink & GreenBlock Party
Alexander Devereux's

"They call us evacuees,
they call us victims, but
no victim, of Katrina
still has breath; I'm not
a victim of Katrina; I'm
a survivor, and that's
what I wish the media
and everyone else would
call us: the survivors of
Katrina," Christie
Felder said.
unacceptable."

Sept. 17

She also said that the situation
Orleans is nothing new.
"People in New Orleans have
been struggling like they're struggling right now for a very long
in New

-

9 p.m. 1 a.m,
"Live Music: GoGo Jam"
Moore Gym

Candice Gorham was a sophoEnglish major at North
Carolina A&T State University
when she was. called to duty.
A 74D Chemical Occupational
Specialist in the U.S. Army
Reserves, Gorham graduated from
Basic and
Advance
Individual
Training at Fort
Leonard Wood
more

"They call us evacuees, they call

but no victim of
Katrina still has breath; I'm not a
victim ofKatrina; I'm a survivor,
and that's what I wish the media
and everyone else would call us:
the survivors of Katrina," Christie
Felder said.
In the wake of Hurricane
Katrina, Leon Felder and
Williams's said their lives have
been changed forever.
"I don'tknow how it [Katrina]
changed me, but life as I knew it is
gone," said Williams. "This [is] a
whole new life I'm living right
now, but I got to get used to this."
"I've never been in a situation
like this so I don't really know how
to feel," Leon Felder said.
us victims,

hosted by the Student Union
Advisory Board
10:14 p.m
BLU ICE
Club Tequila's
hosted by the Eta Chapter of
Phi Beta Sigma

Do you have something that
needs to go on the calendar?
Email aggieevents@yah.oo
and let us know!

PHOTO BY STANCHEKA BOONE

Leon Felder's home and possessions were destroyed
by Hurricane Katrina. A&T officials and American
Red Cross members have helped Felder start over.

YOUR NEW CAREER STARTS HERE
100% PAID TUITION
PAID TRAINING
College Students ages 17-39. Veterans Welcome!
Receive $26,000 Federal and State Tuition Assistance to
pay for college, plus $20,000 Student Loan Repayment.
Train with us 1 weekend each month and receive $472 for
two days. Complete your training and receive bonuses
from $3,000-$10,000.

If you are a Veteran you may qualify for up to $15,000 in
bonuses
Relieve the pressure and stress associated with attending
and paying for college

Become a member of the Army National Guard,
intact your NC A&T Army National Guard Recruiter

SSG Chris Nesmith today @
(336) 870-5340

Missouri

Candice
Gorham

On March 21,
2003, the day following her graduation from basic
training, she
found out she was

being deployed to Iraq
After the news, she was attached
to the Army's 314th Chemical
Company and moved to Camp
Pennsylvania in Kuwait for two
weeks.
Gorham said that the words,
"culture shock" do not adequately
describe what she encountered.
She said she felt like she had
stepped onto another planet.
"On the left was sand and on
the right was sand," Gorham said
The sand surrounded me at all
times, she said
"The sun came up full blast at
five in the morning and the water
supply was short," Gorham said.
At Camp Pennsylvania, her

showers had to be less than five
minutes due to the limited water

supply

Later, the unit traveled from
Kuwait to Baghdad, one platoon at
a time. Since her platoon was short
on drivers, Gorham was forced to
learn how to drive a five ton vehicle in two hours
"I didn't even know how to turn
it on; I hit cutbs and everything,"
Gorham said
Her platoon moved to one of
Saddam Hussein's old palaces near
Baghdad International Airport.
Not the least bit luxurious, the
palace had no toilets, no running
water, no showers and no glass in
the windows. There were also bullet holes and dried blood on the
roads that gave it a brownish tint.
To take showers, they had to
pump water from the lakes and
chlorinate the water before using it
to wash
"It was awful," said Gorham.
Relief was finally in sight for the
platoon when contractors built
new cafeterias and installed air-conditioning. Televisions were later
an added luxury.
Originally Gorham was told she
was going to be there for three to
four months, which turned into six
months
After serving her six months,
she found out everyone deployed
had to spend a minimum of a year

installed as

in Iraq

Four days before going home,
while stationed at Camp Doha in

Kuwait, she received the news that
herunit's time had been extended
indefinitely.
Her parents were frustrated,
annoyed and angry because no one
could answer any of their questions.

"What was a girl to do?"
Gorham said. "What do I tell my
family after telling them I was coming home [soon]?"
In the months leading up to her
departure from Iraq, Gorham experienced several traumautic events
On her way to Abad's Camp
Anaconda in Iraq to do more convoy security, Gorham met a man
who told her he was in the Army
to pay for his kids' college education. She intended to ride with
him on the trip, but due to the
large amount of equipment in the
tank, she hitched aride with the
another contractor to follow him
to the camp
It was the decision that changed
her life forever. Before her very
eyes, the tank hit a homemade
bomb planted in a pothole,.flipped
over and exploded into flames.
"I was hysterical and could not
sleep fot days!" Gorham said.
Her dreadful nightmare came to
an end July 17, 2004 when she
arrived back in the United Stztes
Coming home was great. I am
blessed and happy to be back and
in school.
"I endured so much just to get
home," Gorham said.

Read the A&T Register online!
Visit www.ncatregister.org

BRAWL continued from Page 1
displayed their soft sounds of
goodness
In round seven, "Hot Ice,"
Norfolk State's dance team, performed an Egyptian-style routine to
Michael Jackson's "Remember the
Time." A&T's Golden Delight
members wore, sports bras and
boxer shorts while dancing to such
hits as "Girl Fight" by Brooke

enjoyed the event,

Brian Rose,

a former

saxophon-

ist for A&T's band, said that the
battle of the bands was a very hype
experience.

News Briefs
Alumni Homecoming Ticket Sale

"I think that both bands did the
best that they could and I look forward to next year," Rose said.

Graves, Dr. Claude Barnes,
Attorney Margaret Dudley and
Lieutenant Colonel Larry Burnett
are also participating in the event.
Dr. James Steele will provide the
closing remarks.
The event will begin at 1 p.m

The Aggie Alumni Homecoming
Concert 2005 will feature Cameo
as its headliner act. Best known
Chris Outerbridge, a member of
for its crossover hit, "Candy,"
the Aggie Livewire said he was
Cameo will replace originally
impressed by the bands' elaborate
announced
artist Charlie Wilson
performances.
Valentine.
and the Gap Band.
" I felt that this was a good disAbstract Artist New to Galleries
Cold Steel, the percussion sec
Beginning in 1984, Cameo
both bands," Outerbridge
play
by
tion ofA&T marching band,
recorded "She's Strange" and
said
Joyce Wellman is the 2005 Fall
entered the gym first for round
"Back and Forth." Following
Officials
from
Norfolk
State
said
Artist in Residence at The
eight. Percussion members perthose charts, Cameo recorded a
they felt the event was a success.
University Galleries of North
formed a church-like skit before
number ofhits including "Attack,
"The
fans
were
winners
because
Carolina Agricultural and
playing their instruments
me With Your Love," "SingleLife"
State University.
Technical
A casket was carried by members they had tickets to the best show in
and "Word Up!"
town," Sanford said.
ofCold Steel. The body inside repThe gallery will feature Joyce
The concert also will feature the
Vedette Spellman, the auxilary
Wellman: Chance and Other
resented the Spartan Legion.
Stylistics,
one of the longer-lasting
said
coordinator,
she
enjoyed
being
Musings.
Members of NorfolkState's
R&B groups of the time. The
able to see such good talentfrom
Located in the Mattye Reed
band opened round nine with a
Stylistics recorded hits including
both bands.
African Heritage Gallery on the
powerful and crisp musical sound
"Betcha By Golly Wow," "You're
Spellman said she felt that A&T
first floor of Dudley, the exhibiThe Blue & Gold Marching
My Everything" and "I'm Stone in
gave the Spartan Legion a warm
tion will be held Oct. 7 through
Machine responded with a skit
Love With You" in the '70s.
reception
Dec. 16.
involving members of the Golden
The "Generations Tour" will be
"I
felt
at home when the A&T
An opening reception will take
Delight. The band played
held at the Greensboro Coliseum
alumni welcomed and fed our
place Thursday, Oct. 6 in the
"Trapped in the Closet" by R.
Special Events Center on Oct. 14
band," she said.
Dudley Building Multipurpose
Kelly while some of its members
at
8 p.m
Both
bands
themselves
enjoyed
imitated scenes from the music
Room from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m
Tickets can be purchased at the
before and after the perfomance,
Wellman has worked in Nairobi,
video
coliseum's box office or online at
Spellman said.
Kenya where her work was includIn the surprise finale of the skit,
"Both bands were able to get
tickets.com. Tickets also will be
ed in an exhibition of works for
the Aggie mascot jumped out of
sold at Brown Hall. Prices range
mingle," she said.
and
together
the first Annual East African
the closet. A&T students cheered.
from $30 to $45.
Women Artist Workshop and
The event endedwith both
Exhibition in 2003.
bands playing their alma maters.
Constitution Day Nears
She began studying visual arts
Many crowd members said they
while earning a masters degree in
The departments of political scieducation at the University of
ence and criminal justice will hold
Massachusetts and received her
a program commemorating
M.F.A. from the Maryland
Constitution Day ( Sept. 17th) on
Institute College ofArt.
Sept. 15.
Wellman will conduct her resiThe program will also commemdency at the university from Sept.
orate the Sept. 15, 1963 bombing
26 through Nov. 22.
of the 16thAvenue Baptist Church
in Birmingham, Ala.
compiled by Kassidy Johnson
The theme of this year's event is
"We the People: Civil Rights, Civil
Liberties and Civic Duty."
Speakers include Justice Henry
Frye, who will lead a panel discussing the legacy of the U.S.
Constitution and the history of
PHOTO BY MIKE MCCRAY
Americans and how the
African
The Spartan Legion traveled nearly five hours to
subjects
are parallel. Dr. Joseph L.
participate in the band brawl.

'

Police Briefs
Sept. 2-5

Sept. 7

Call for Service
Circle Drive

Fraud

Aggie One Card

The University Police and
Greensboro Fire Department
responded to an apartment
on Circle Drive. The matter
involved a grass fire which
was extinguished without

Staff fromthe Aggie One
Card office reported a female
non-resident trying to post
money on someone else's
account. No transactions
were permitted.

property damage

Common Threats
Gibbs Hall
A faculty member reported
being threatened by another
faculty member. The faculty
member was advised to seek
criminal charges. There
were no

injuries.

Sept. 6

Vehicle Accident
Bluford Street
Members of housekeeping
staff reported backing into a
parked vehicle. The vehicle
was parked across from

Frazier Hall. There were no
damages to the state van.
The estimated cost of the
damage to the parked vehicle was $600

Driving License Revoked

Frazier Hall

A resident student was
charged with driving while
license revoked. The student washeld in Guilford
County jail in lieu of $1,000
bond

Share your space, but live on your own.

All furnishings pictured are from Wal-Mar

Get everything for your dorm room at Walmart.com and still afford tuition

Sept. 9-11
Weapon on Campus

Bluford Library
A resident student was
observed by library security
officer in possession of a
spring-loaded knife outside
of library entrance. The
knife was confiscated and
placed into evidence. The
report was referred to
Student Affairs.

Firearm
Bluford
Officers responded to
Bluford Street at" Laurel
Street after Residence Hall
officer working Holland Hall

reported six gunshots.

Determined from witnesses
and video, the vehicle was a
black, mid-90's Ford
Explorer Eddie Bauer
Edition. A similar vehicle in
video was located in
Riverwalk Apartments. The
vehicle and occupants were
searched. There was no
weapon found or evidence of
a firearm.
compiled by Tiffany Mallory

HBCU News
The A&T Register

September

14, 2001

Editors head to
Supreme Court
By Ayesha Rascoe

Black College Wire

PHOTO BY MICHAEL GRANT

Xavier Student Michellee Moss, left, a freshman from St. Louis, and friend Shanette Cofield, a freshman
from Los Angeles, read the latest edition of the Gramblinite of Grambling University while at Centenary
College in Shreveport.

School choices...

Students anticipate delaying studies
or transferring to other universities
By

Artisha Lawson
3lack College Wire

Katrina's destructive blow to historically black colleges and universities in the Southeast leaves some
students facing a difficult choice:
postpone their education or transfer to other schools.
"It hurts," said Shawnee
McFarland, a senior at Dillard
University whose graduation has
been thrown into peril by
HurricaneKatrina and its aftermath. "It really hurts. All I have are
three outfits, two pairs of shoes, a
toothbrush and some toothpaste
and my car."
McFarland said she was notified
at work on Saturday, Aug. 27, to
gather her belongings and leave
town immediately. McFarland was
able to grab only whatshe could.
Now, as a result of the flooding to
her off-campus apartment a little
more than a mile away from
Dillard's campus in New Orleans,
she fears she has lost everything.
Aside from the loss ofher material possessions, she was most concerned with the notion of changing
schools and not being able to graduate on time.

"I have already paid my money
Dillard," she said. "I cannot
afford to pay another university
and start all over again."
In New Orleans, flooded Dillard
University, Xavier University and
Southern University at New
Orleans were among colleges
closed indefinitely. The status of
Bishop State Community College
in Mobile, Ala., was not clear.
"We face tremendous challenges;
however, I want to personally reassure the Dillard community and
the public that we will continue to
offer education for our students,"
Marvalene Hughes, Dillard's president, said in a news release Sept. 3.
"Our spirits are strong and our will
unbroken. Dillard will be back and
better than ever."
Alternative classroom space and
sites are being explored so that
to

instruction can resume as soon as

possible, she said. Recovery news is
being posted at http://www.centenary.edu/ and www.dillard.edu.
According to Hughes, more than
68 of the nation's colleges have
offered fall semester enrollment to
students from the storm-damaged

Gulf region
Several colleges and nonprofit
organizations have stepped up to
help the affected students and faculty in picking up the pieces.
Offers of tuition aid, admissions
withoutred tape and academic
accommodations have come from
many historically black colleges as
well as mainstream schools.
A new Web site providing stateby-state details about colleges offering aid and admissions to displaced
students is now available at
www.campusrelief.org. Created by
the American Council on
Education (ACE) and the National
Association of College and
University Business Officers
(NACUBO), this information clearinghouse is being continuously
updated. Details include deadlines
for applying for transfers and
descriptions of the tuition relief
and other offers made by dozens of
colleges and universities.
Tennessee State University was
offering counseling and an opportunity for displaced college students to continue their education.
The university's Health Center was
offering individual counseling for
students
Howard University President H.
Patrick Swygert announced efforts
under way to enroll 51 students
from the flooded colleges. "We
expect many more in the days to
follow. Howard University is prepared to provide housing, financial
aid and other arrangements for the
students," he said.
Delaware State University was
offering free tuition for the fall
semester to students enrolled in
colleges in the region affected by
HurricaneKatrina. According to
Associated Press reports, the students must be enrolled in schools
in Florida, Alabama, Mississippi
and Louisiana and be residents of
those states or Delaware, Virginia,
Maryland, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, New York or the District of

Columbia.
Allen Sessoms, president of
Delaware State University, said officials there wanted to make sure
that students did not have to put
their educations on hold.
Alabama's two-year college system will cover fall semester tuition
and fees for students enrolled in
public community, technical and

junior colleges in Mississippi and

Louisiana that cannot reopen due
to hurricane damage, according to
the Alabama College System.
Three historically black colleges,
Alabama State University in
Montgomery, Alabama A&M
University in Huntsville and
Tuskegee University said they were
opening their campuses to displaced students, but were placing
special emphasis on students from
sister institutions, such as Dillard,
Xavier and Southern University's
New Orleans branch. Joe Lee, president ofAlabama State, said the
university will let students enroll
without transcripts or financial
records and then work with them
to get those records later.
Several organizations have band
together to raise awareness and
financial support for the affected
historically black colleges and their
students, according to a report on
BlackAmericaWeb.com. The
United Negro College Fund has set
up a special relief fund to benefit
Xavier and Dillard universities.
Meanwhile, the National
Association for Equal Opportunity
in Higher Education is seeking to
provide for alternatives in the event
that the colleges are not able to
quickly reopen and return to a regular academic schedule. NAFEO,
based in Washington, is a membership organization for 120 historically and predominantly black colleges
and universities
Lezli Baskerville, president of
NAFEO, told
BlackAmericaWeb.com, "The presidents at other institutions don't
want to see the education process
interrupted for students. This attitude speaks to what we are about
when you have Morris Brown
College say, 'we have some challenges, but we will do whatever we
can do.'" Jackson State and Alcorn
State opened their doors to students from Dillard and Xavier,
Baskerville said.
Chicagoans who were enrolled at
schools closed by the floods may
audit, or attend for no credit, classes this semester at any of Chicago's
seven community colleges. These
students may later have an opportunity to enroll in the City
Colleges of Chicago, said
Chancellor Wayne Watson.
ClintonBristow Jr., president of

-

Alcorn State University, has agreed
to receive and enroll any nursing
student displaced from Dillard or
Xavier in the Alcorn State
University Nursing School.
President William Harvey of
Hampton University is extending a
similaroffer to Xavier's nursing
and pharmacy students. Virginia
State University President Eddie
Moore has offered to take any
Virginia residents. President John
Garland of Central State
University has offered to take Ohio
students, and Morris Brown
College said it was committed to
providing any needed assistance.
At the urging ofWatson of the
City Colleges of Chicago, Illinois
Gov. Rod Blagojevich announced
that the state would receive and
enroll for the remainder of the
semester any displaced Illinois student. Texas Southern University
said it would admit for the fall
semester any student currently
enrolled at the institutions affected
by the hurricane. The university
said it would hire displaced faculty
as required
Southern University is making
plans to absorb on its main campus
in Baton Rouge the students
enrolled at its New Orleans commuter campus, which is under
water.

People who wish to volunteer in
the flooded region have been asked
to contact the USA Freedom
Corps (www.usafreedomcorps.gov)
Internet sites such as Yahoo and
Google, and newspaper Web sites
including the Times-Picayune
online, are creating space where
family members can go to list a
missing relative or let family members know that they are OK.
However, there is no single Web
site that everyone may check or
use. The federal government has
established a list of links where
family members can find loved
ones, information on what victims
can do, and disaster cleanups and
resources. Report information to
www.governmentguide.com
Artisha Lawson, who has graduated
from Central State University, is a
Black College Wire intern. KendYick
Marshall, a senior at Jackson State
University, contributed to this report.
Shawnee McFarland was a Black
College Wire intern and is a contributor to the Black College Wire.

Three student journalists are
headed to the Supreme Court in
September, but not to cover the
story of a lifetime. Instead, the students say they will be trying to pro
tect their First Amendment rights.
On June 20, an 11-judge panel
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Seventh Circuit dismissed the
censorship case brought against
university administrators by former
student editors of the Innovator,
the campus newspaper at
Governors State University in
University Park, 111. The plaintiffs,
who have 90 days to challenge the
decision, say they plan to appeal to
the Supreme Court by Sept. 16.
Margaret Hosty, Jeni Porche and
Steven Barba sued Governors State
in January 2001, claiming their
rights had been violated when
then-DeanPatricia Carter contacted the Innovator's printer in
October 2000 and demanded that
all future issues be approved by a
university official prior to publication. In April 2003, a three-judge
panel of the court denied the university's attempt to have the case,
Hosty v. Carter, thrown out.
However, that decision has now
been reversed
The panel ruled 7-4 that the ruling in Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier,
the Supreme Court case that
restricts the First Amendment
rights of high school journalists,
could be applicable at public col
leges and universities in some
instances, where a campus paper is
not a designated public forum.
Furthermore, the ruling stated that
even if the Hazelwood decision did
not extend to the Hosty case,
Carter could not reasonably be
expected to know that her actions
might have been illegal.
The decision has raised concerns
about censorship
Hosry said she Was disappointed
and surprised by the ruling.
"It's a mess," she said. "There are
so many things wrong with it."
Hosty was especially upset by the
use of Hazelwood, a precedent that
she says applied to juveniles, to justify the decision
"There is never an instance
where adults are tried as juveniles,"
Hosty said. "It's patently absurd."
Mark Goodman, executive direc
tor of the Student Press Law
Center, was also disheartened by
the appellate court's judgment. He
said the center had been following
the case from the beginning and
submitted two friend-of-the-court
ft-iefs, along with oral arguments.
"It's a terrible decision and it's
only going to create more prob-

lems on college campuses in the
Seventh Circuit," Goodman said
He said he believes the ruling
might cause university officials to
believe they now have a "green
light to censor," but this is not the
case.

"For students, it's important to
make sure their publications are
established as 'designated public
forums'," Goodman said. Student
editors can accomplish this by veri-

tying that their university has policies in writing giving them authority over content published in their
campus newspapers.
Any restrictions the court's rul-

ing might place on college publications concern Valerie D.

White,

chait of the Black College
Communication Association, an
organization for faculty members
teaching journalism and mass communications at black colleges and
universities. White said she worries
that if this verdict stands, college
journalists will not get the experience they need to function in professional newsrooms
"Medical students get to work at
hospitals, dental students have live
clients
Those examples show
where students are given an awesome responsibility to practice on
human beings," White said. "But
college journalists will be deprived
of the education they so readily
deserve when they enroll in institutions of higher learning. If
Hazelwood is applied to the university, it would be a travesty of jus-

..

tice."

Although the appellate court's
decision affects only those colleges
in the Seventh Circuit
Wisconsin, Indiana and Illinois
student editors in other states say
they are alarmed by theruling.
"Just because we are journalists
modified by [the word] student
doesn't mean we have less privileges," said Robbyn Mitchell, a jun-

-

-

ior newspaper journalism major at

Florida A&M University and editor-in-chief of Journey, the campus
magazine. Mitchell said she
believes the ruling could bolster
university officials who already try
to control campus publications.
"The administrators are abusing
their power," Mitchell said. "They
want school newspapers to be public-relation crews instead of training grounds for future journalists
of America." As members of the
journalism community continue to

discuss the case, the plaintiffs are
preparing for the Supreme Court.

The students, who until now have
represented themselves in court,
are searching for an attorney to
take their case to the high court.
Porche, Hosty and Barba still
attend Governors State, they say,
to avoid having their case dismissed.
"In many ways, we are being held
hostage by the administration we
have brought to court," Porche
said. "Both Margaret Hosty and I
are still without master's degrees
from GSU, though we should have
graduated over two years ago."

According to Hosty, she and the
other plaintiffs have filed two additional federal lawsuits against the
university regarding the behavior
of administrators in the aftermath
of the initial court decision.
Despite the difficulties, Hosty
said she refuses to relent in her
pursuit of justice.
"Never surrender. There is no
victory in defeat. If the court's
decision stands, then it erodes
those freedoms," she said
Ayesfw Rascoe is a journalism student at Howard University.

U.S. hostage in Iraq rescued
By

Nanch A. Youssef

KRT
BAGHDAD, Iraq -Susan Hallums heard
tired but sweetly familiar voice in a surprise phone call early that morning on
Sept. 7, telling her that her family ordeal
a

was over.

The call came from her ex-husband, Roy
Hallums, who said that U.S. troops had
freed him 10 months after he was kidnapped in Iraq.

U.S. military officials said they rescued
Hallums, 57, and an Iraqi hostage at about
11:20 a.m. Wednesday Sept. 7, from a
farmhouse 15 .miles'south of Baghdad. An
Iraqi detainee gave them a tip that morning, saidLt. Col. Steve Boylan, a military

spokesman.
"Sorry I'm late for dinner," Hallums told
his ex-wife.

Hallums was referring to the
Thanksgiving dinner he was supposed to
attend nearly a year ago. He had bought a
plane ticket to fly home last Nov. 20. But
he was captured Nov. 1 and has been held

gathering that led to the rescue.
The tip "was good enough to create a
very fast operation before he was potential-

ever

gation process is building a rapport with

since.

The only public word ofhis fate came in
January when the hostage-takers released a
videotape of him pleading for help, with a
high-powered gun pointed at his head.
"I always had a sense that he was alive
and that I would get a call like this," said
Susan Hallums, in a telephone interview.
Despite their divorce two years ago after 30
years of marriage, the two remained friendly, and Susan Hallums had dedicated nearly all her time trying to secure his release.
The U.S. military said Hallums is in
good health and that no one was injured
during the rescue. It didn'trelease any
other details

U.S. officials lauded the intelligence

ly moved," Boylan said. "Part of the interrothe detainee."
Susan Hallums, of Corona, Calif., said
the couple's two daughters were often too
distraught to lead the search. So she spent
12 houts a day in her home office doing
anything she could think of to secure his
release. She hung two signs in the office.
One read "Miracles are possible if you
believe." The other said "Faith will see you
through."

She made fliers, held candlelight vigils,
gave interviews and scoured Web sites for
information about her ex-husband's whereabouts. According to the family Web site,
she planned to sell a home her mother had

left her to fund a $40,000 reward offer.
The family also made "Free Roy" bumper
stickers and magnets and asked for donations for the reward fund.
On the Web site, Hallums' daughter
Carrie Cooper wrote that she didn'tknow
her father was in Baghdad until he was captured. She thought he was working in
Saudi Arabia.
Hallums was working for Saudi Arabian
Trading and Construction Co., providing
food to Iraqi soldiers, when at least 20 gunmen stormed the company house in the
upscale Baghdad neighborhood of
Mansour. The gunmen killed one guard
before driving off with Hallums, a Filipino
and a Nepalese colleague, and three Iraqis.
Everyone captured that day was eventually released, except Hallums. Most recently,
the hostage-takers released Filipino Robert
Tarongoy in June

The identity of the Iraqi captive freed on
Sept. 7 wasn't released. Kidnappings for
ransom have become widespread in Iraq.
In the January tape, Hallums rubbed his
hands as he talked about working for
American forces. He asked to be released to
avoid a "definite death."
Hallums also pleaded with Libyan
President Moammar Gadhafi to help him,
so his ex-wife wrote Gadhafi two letters.
During their half-hour call on Sept. 7,
Hallums told his ex-wife that he ate sardines, a food he didn't like to survive.
He'd lost a lot of weight, perhaps 30
pounds, he said.
At Susan Hallums' home, the family
gathered and began celebrating. She promised to meet him wherever he's released.
He made a promise, too.
"He said: I am never leaving home
again

'

CONTRIBUTOR MEETINGS CHANGED TO WED. @ 5 P.M.

Bush gets closer look at devastation
By Danny

Robbins and
Scott Dodd
KRT

-

BATON ROUGE, La.
President Bush got his first close
look on Monday Sept. 12, at floodravaged New Orleans, even as state
health officials revealed another
grim discovery: 45 people found
dead at a hospital evacuated more
than a week ago
A hospital administrator told a
dramatic story of doctors and nurses trying to keep patients alive without power, surrounded by water,
while waiting for help that never
arrived. At one point, helicopter
evacuations were intetrupted by
gunfire, he said
While touring New Orleans, the
president rebutted charges of a
slow response by the federal government, but that didn't save the job
ofMichael Brown, the embattled
Federal Emergency Management
Agency chief. He resigned from his
post on Monday.
Bush pledged that the federal
government will help rebuild New
Orleans in whatever form the people of the damaged city decide. He
said he could see progress being
made from his tour in a military

Gordon Nelson with the Louisiana
Department of Transportation said
two eastbound lanes should be finished in 45 days, and one westbound lane will be rebuilt by
January.

Pumps continue to push 6.5 billion gallons of water out of New
Orleans daily, the Corps said, and
FEMA is paying for emergency construction to repair the levees.
They'll only be rebuilt to withstand
a Category 3 storm, however,
because that's the level of protection currently authorized by
Congress. Katrina was a Category 4
hurricane
About 40 percent of New
Orleans remains flooded, down
from 80 percent after Katrina
struck and protective levees broke
two weeks ago
The bodies of 45 storm victims
were found over the weekend at
Memorial Medical Center in New
Orleans, which had been surrounded by floodwaters, said Bob
Johannesen, a spokesman for the
Louisiana Department of Health
and Hospitals.
They died in the four days after
the storm while waiting to be evacuated, an assistant hospital administrator told The Associated Press.
Temperatures inside the 317-bed
convoy.
As floodwaters dropped Monday, hospital got as hot as 106 degrees,
and the only way to get people out
they began to yield to signs of
was by boat.
rebuilding andrebirth as well as
significant challenges ahead.
Many of the patients were elderly
Scattered businesses were trying to
and seriously ill, and none expired
reopen; the Coast Guard allowed
because of lack of food or electricisome ship traffic on the lower
ty, a spokesman for hospital owner
Mississippi River during daylight
TenetHealthcare Corp. told the AP.
hours, and the first commercial
Some may even have died before
flights are scheduled to resume
the storm, he said.
Some of the recovered bodies
Tuesday at Louis Armstrong New
Orleans Airport.
had been in the hospital's morgue,
but most of them were patients
In south Mississippi, most residents were able to enjoy the simple who died in the first four days after
the storm hit, while the hospital
pleasure of flushing toilets once
waited for help, Tenet Healthcare
again
Electricity is being restored more
spokesman Harry Anderson said.
quickly than expected to some
It never came
areas of Louisiana, allowing critical
By Tuesday, he said, the floodwaindustries including oil and gas
ters surrounding the building had
washed out the hospital's generarefineries to get back to work. And
tor, cutting off electricity, and temMichael Olivier, a top economic
development official in Louisiana,
peratures in the facility reached up
said a number of major companies
to 110 degrees.
Doctors and nurses worked
plan to come back to New Orleans,
including Entergy and Oreck
around the clock to stabilize the
Corp., which both temporarily relosickest, using hand ventilators to
cated to other states.
keep patients alive, Anderson said
But major problems remain
Some didn't make it.
throughout the Gulf Coast region.
Hospital officials frantically conSt. Bernard Parish President Henry tacted the National Guard, Coast
Guard and state emergency officials
"Junior" Rodriguez said a massive
oil spill may have permanently
to ask for help as the waters rose,
damaged about 1,500 homes in his
Anderson said. Eventually, the
third floor was flooded
community.
"Everybody said, Be patient. It's
It could take eight months or
more to clean out the hurricanegoing to happen,"' he said.
damaged areas, the Army Corps of
But on Wednesday, Anderson
Engineers said at a briefing in
said, hospital officials were told by
the state that they would have to
Washington, estimating that 20
million cubic yards of debris are
"use their own assets" to evacuate
up to 260 patients. The hospital
scattered across the Mississippi
coast alone enough to cover 300
hired boats and private helicopters
football fields in 50-foot piles.
The rescue effort was interrupted
at one point by gunfire at the heliThe agency doesn't have esticopters, Anderson said.
mates for Louisiana yet.
It will also take months to
"This is a tragic byproduct of this
rebuild the important Interstate 10 disaster," he said. "People who are
connection from New Orleans to
frail and vulnerable couldn't surSlidell across Lake Pontchartrain.
vive.

,
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PHOTO BY DAVID PURLY

President George W. Bush speaks about his tour of the Mississippi Gulf Coast on Monday, September 12,
2005 in Gulfport, Mississippi. With him are Gulfport Mayor Brent Warr, left, 28th Street Elementary School
Principal Phyllis Bourn and Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour.
The bodies were taken to a
morgue established for Katrina victims in St. Gabriel, La.,

Johannesen said.
The discovery helped push the
Louisiana death toll to 279 on
Monday, up from 197 on Sunday.
More than 400 people are confirmed dead in the wake of
Hurricane Katrina, which struck
the Gulf Coast two weeks ago
Monday

About 250 bodies have been
recovered in New Orleans and its
immediate suburbs, said Frank
Minyard, the Orleans Parish coroner. He expects the death toll to
rise as recovery efforts move into
deeper floodwaters but not to the
numbers some had feared.
"It's going to grow, but I don't
think it will get to 5,000," Minyard
said. "I'd be shocked if it does."
Autopsies began Monday at the
temporary facility in St. Gabriel.
Minyard said most of the bodies

_

are not recognizable

"The decomposition is bad.
Every body is swollen. Every body
has decomposition and deterioration," he said. "It's almost impossi-

ble to physically identify them. If
you have your loved one there, you
can'treally see them."
Coroners are performing autopsies only on bodies that appear to
have suffered trauma, such as gunshot wounds, and on the 26 recov
ered from a nursing home in St.
Bernard Parish because of questions about negligence.
Death certificates for people who
appear to have died strictly as a
result of the storm will simply be
labeled "Hurricane Katrina death,".
he said
Brown announced his resignation Monday afternoon, saying he
didn't want his ongoing struggles.
being removed from command of
the relief effort and recalled to
Washington on Friday amid questions about his resume to distract
from the relief effort.
David Paulison, head ofFEMA's
emergency preparedness force, was
quickly named his temporary
replacement,
In New Orleans, Bush denied
that the federal government was
slow to respond to the disaster
because many of Hurricane

_

Katrina's victims were poor and
black. And he called it "preposterous" to claim that rescue and recov
ery efforts were hampered because
military manpower is stretched too
thin by the fighting in Iraq.
"The storm didn't discriminate.,
and neither will the recovery
effort," Bush told reporters
beneath a highway overpass after a
tour in the back of a flatbed military truck. He had to duck at times
to avoid hanging branches and
power lines
Coast Guard Vice Adm. Thad
Allen, now heading the recovery,
briefed the president on efforts to
provide temporary housing, a day
after Louisiana officials accused the
federal government of dragging its
feet on helping people move out of
emergency shelters.
Bush refused to find fault with
the government's performance so
far, saying, "There will be plenty of
time to play the blame game.
We're moving on. We're going to
solve these problems. And there
will be ample time for people to
look back and see the facts."
For much of his visit, the presi-

dent sat or stood between two people who harshly criticized the feder
al government in the days after
Katrina struck New Orleans
Mayor Ray Nagin and Louisiana
Gov. Kathleen Babineaux Blanco.
Addressing the long-term future
of the city, Bush said, "My attitude
is this: The people ofNew Orleans
can lay out what New Orleans
ought to look like in the future
and the federal government will
help."
After visiting an emergency oper
at-ions center in hard-hit St.
Bernard's Parish, Bush flew to
Gulfport, Miss., where he met witl
hurricane victims at a church relie
center and an elementary school.
He also thanked Mexican troof
helping with the cleanup, speakin
to them briefly in Spanish.
This was the president's third
trip to the GulfStates since th
storm, but his first tour of down
town New Orleans.
Bush avoided answering qu
tions about Brown's resignation,
saying he had not spoken with
Washington during his trip to tl
Gulf.

_

...

March marks Sept. 11, honors troops
By Banks

Albach

KRT
WASHINGTON—In a red shirt
with a small "support our troops"
logo on the front, Beth Bingham of
Union, Ore., joined thousands of
marchers here Sunday as they
walked briskly across Memorial
Bridge to the National Mall in commemoration of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.
With a small video camera, she
filmed the "America Supports You
Freedom Walk," which was organized by the Pentagon in remembrance ofSept. 11 and also to rally
support for troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
The dual message angered many
Bush critics and peace activists who
question the administration's
motives in implicitly linking Sept.

11 with the war in Iraq, and intro-

Participants were not allowed to

duced an element of political con-

carry signs and had to register with

troversy to the anniversary com-

the Defense Department.
Mark Robbins, who works for
the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management, explained why he was
there: "To commemorate the events
of 9/11, especially for the men and
women overseas who are making
sure 9/11 doesn't happen again."
Antiwar activists insist that con-

memoration

The march kicked off next to
where Flight 77 struck the
Pentagon four years ago, killing 189
people. Marchers observed a
moment of silence for the victims
and sang "God Bless America."
Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld laid a wreath at
Arlington Cemetery before starting
the walk at 10 a.m.
"Today, history is being written
by the valiant men and women of
America's armed forces and by
determined citizens who will do all
they can to win the test of wills
for that is what it is to keep our
children from experiencing the
heartbreak and terror of September
11," Rumsfeld said.

_

nection is not logical

'

"Today's so-called Freedom
Walk' sponsored by the Pentagon is
a cyn ical exercise in an effort to
shore up sagging support for the
president and his war policy in
Iraq," Brian Walker, national coordinator of the antiwar coalition
A.N.S.W.E.R., said in a statement.
There was no such criticism,
however, among the droves of people marching in white T-shirts with

"Freedom March" written in bold,
blue letters
As the marchers flowed onto the
National Mall under a sunny sky
a vivid reminder of the beautiful
day four years ago they were welcomed by country rockers Little Big
Town. Singer Clint Black took to
the stage around noon in his signature black cowboy hat, energizing
the crowd.
Minutes after Black's first song,
Bingham held a picture of her soldier son, garbed in desert camouflage, as she filmed her friend
Bonnie Johnston of Deerfield,
Wis., who has three sons in Iraq
and Afghanistan and a daughter
who recently returned from Iraq.
"Don't believe what you see on
the news," Bingham said, narrating
through the camera's microphone
for her son, who is serving a sec-

_

ond tour in Iraq. "People here love
what you're doing." She plans to
send the tape to her son.
Many in the crowd were government employees holding department signs, such as "Navy" or
"DOD," in the air.
Pentagon employee Maria
Kirksey-Burke, 36, who joined the
walk with her husband and their
13-year-old daughter, Bria, gave a
simple reason for the event: "In
memory of 9/11," she said.
Her husband, Steven Burke, who
works at the Smithsonian, said the
event was about "supporting the
cause.

Department of Justice employee
Erin Smith summed up the events
in plain terms as she and her husband pushed their young daughter
in a stroller.
"Supporting the troops, support

the effort in Iraq just to
itive message," she said

send

a

EarlierSunday, as a Marine
bugler played "Taps" on the White
House lawn, President Bush and
first lady Laura Bush were joined
by Vice President Dick Cheney and
his wife, Lynne, for a moment of
silence at 8:46 a.m., the moment
the first plane struck the World
Trade Center. The Bushes also li
candle at St. John's Episcopal
Church near the White House.
The march's sponsors included
Lockheed Martin, AOL, Subway,
McDonald's, Fox News, The
Washington Times, and Stars and
Stripes. "America Supports You" i
a government Web site (www.ameri
casupportsyou.mil) set up by the
Bush administration that promt
and coordinates public support for
the military
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Jackson stars in

1 he Man

By Jessica De Vault
Arts and Entertainment Editor

I

Kanye West

I managed to say

1the wrong thing at

I the wrong time-

yet again. West
and Mike Meyers
| had a 90-second
"segment during "A
Concert for Hurricane Relief
telethon on NBC last Friday. He
announced to America that
President George Bush "doesn't
care about black people."
West never ceases to amaze me.
He has yet to master tact and

timing.

Take for example, his outburst
during last year's American Music
Awards:
"I was the best new artist this
year, so get that other bull— out of
here," West said.
Good grief, Kanye.
Losing the New Artist category
for the AMAs to country star
Gretchen Wilson, was clearly highway robbery, but he didn't have to
say it. His fans knew the award was
Comedy, writer Eugene Levy and actor Samuel L. Jackson team up as an unlikely
stolen from him. He should have
been mature about it;, instead he
By Nancy Mills
times I get pushed around. That's
Man' may not always be laughoittchose to get ethnic.
loud funny, but die situation is
my lifestyle, and that's what I try to
It's been awhile since we've heard »KRT
bring to characters."
the egotistical ramblings of West;
In "The Man," which opened
In the film, while spending many
that, is until this recent telethon
HOLLYWOOD With his
hours driving around Detroit in
concert.
nerdy glasses and a pair of eyebrows Friday, Levy plays a dental-supply
salesman who gets caught up in an
that may merit their own zip code,
Don't get me wrong, I'm hot
international
arms deal gone
seems
Eugene Levy hardly
the type
agreeing or disagreeing with West's
wrong. Forcibly partnered with fedstatements. But there was a time
to be courted by Hollywood stupoint, he drags Jackson to a ballet
dios.
eral agent Samuel L. Jackson, he
and a place for that statement. A
finds himself trying to buy guns
relief telethon was not the place.
But if you're looking for an
instead of discussing tooth care.
'my bitch" and slaps him across the
Average Joe -who happens to have
And if you're going to say someand
two
actors
I are
you'd
"Sam
written a few well-regarded comething that abrupt make sure it's
accurate on all levels.
dies himself Levy's, well, the man. never think would show up in a
movie together," Levy says. "Most
"I am the common man," says
If West is going to pass out the
buddy movies are seasoned with
blame and racism cards let's look at Levy, who wears his trademark
quippy one-liners, but I think it's
the whole picture, shallwe?
black-rimmed glasses off-camera,
important to have an emotional
Louisiana's local and state govtoo. "I'm polite, I love my family
investment in the characters. The
'or my idea. The reaction shot we
and I play by therules. And someernments knew a Category 4 hurricane was coming. They knew it was
teetering on the brink of Category
5 status two days prior to the devastating event. Yet, all New Orleans
Mayor, Ray Nagin, did was call an
evacuation and made.sure he was
out of town.
nexus that connects different forms
By A.J. Griffith
Nagin knew that 35 percent of
of art together in the African
Black College Wire
his population was living in the
American community," said Lauren
slums. And he knew many of them
Fans of visual and poetic art have Malbroux, a junior sociology major
had no means of evacuating the
a new outlet for enjoying creative
from Lake Charles, La. "It's a venue
city.
expression on the Internet, thanks
for you to educate yourself on difSo why in the world didn't Nagin to a new Web site created by a
ferent artistic expressions going on
Southern University student.
get some Greyhoundbuses to transin your community [and] provides
Antoine "G.H.O.S.T." Mitchell, a
port these people out ofharm's
inspiration for your own growing
way? Didn't he care about those
senior fine arts major from Baker,
creativity."
black people?
La., is the creator of
Features on the site include an
Of course he did, but helping the www.Poeartry.com, Mitchell's
art gallery of Mitchell's paintings,
online fusion of paintings, drawpoor is expensive, and we all know
including a white pencil.drawing of
money trumps all in situations like
ings, poetry, and news briefs and
Assata Shakur, one ofhis majny
this.
links geared toward the black comheroes: Shakur, also known as
So Nagin, a black guy, did nothmunity.
Joanne Chesimard, is a former
ing to help his black people. Could
"It's very informative and has
member of the Black Panther Party
we imply that he, too, lacks coneverything on it," said Tracie
and the Black Liberation Army and
Bradford, a senior fine arts major
cern for blacks?
was godmother of Tupac Shakur.
And let's not even get me started
from Derrider, La. "It's like a direcShe was convicted of killing a New
on Louisiana Governor, Kathleen
tory, history book and entertainJersey state trooper in 1973 but
Blanco, who ordered a shoot-to-kill ment site all in one."
maintains she was innocent and
Mitchell, who also hosts die
order on the left-behind looters.
now lives in Cuba.
So what am I getting at? West
Mocha Room poetry readings in
There is also a charcoal pencil
made a blatantly irrelevant, dimwitthe Smith-Brown Memorial
drawing, "4 Little Girls," dedicated
ted comment during a time that
Student Union at Southern,
to the girls who were murdered in
was inappropriate. And to make
designed the site to showcase his
the 1963 bombing of the 16th
matters worst, a new song has been
own artwork and provide a venue
Street Baptist Church in
released from the defunct-hip-hop
for other up-and-coming local
Birmingham, Ala.
group Legendeary K.O. They used
artists.
A page with many of Mitchell's
West's "Gold Digger" track and cre"Poeartry Movement Inc. puts
poems, including a piece entitled
ated "Bush Don't Like Black
people on and gives them a
"Revolution," addresses the state of
People." I just heard it on 102.1
chance," Mitchell said. "I'm trying
black America. A sensuous poem
Jamz last night.
to help other artists that wouldn't
Though the song is comical, the
normally get a chance and let others know that they are there."
point is West's statement stirred a
a message of love and eroticism.
controversy that took away from
After he created a sizable body of Mitchell uses the site to plug his
the true purpose of the telethon.
work, Mitchell said he wanted to
Indeed West excercised his freedom take his talent to the next level by
She Touches Me," and plans to
of speech, but in the end who truly building a Web site that would
insert an online.tomic strip. There
benefits from that?
transmit his vision from the canvas
is also information about local
and the microphone onto the compoetry readings and other cultural

-

-

'

Web Site fuses Visual and

Poetic Art to Information

..
'

puter screen.

Interested in
writing arts or
entertainment
articles?
Contact Jessica Dc Vault
at (336) 334-7700 or at
registev@ncat. edit

"I wanted to get myself out
there," he said. "People all over can
look at my work when I pass them
a business card as opposed to them
having to wait for me to bring them
some of my work."
In 2001, Mitchell attended the
Art Institute of Houston, where he
took a mandatory class that gave
him the basic knowledge for building a Web site. He graduated with
an associate's degree in graphic
design.
Only a few months old,
www.Poeartry.com has created a following.
"Poeartry.com ,is the concept of a

.

:

Mitchell is proud of a page on
the site about his plans for a non' profit organization, R.E.A.D or
Re-Educating African Descendants
that he says will focus on encouraging black children to discover the
joy of literacy.
"My goal for the Poeartry
Movement," he said, "is to showpeople black and white that
you can be pro-black and love and
even adopt other.cultures freely," he
said. "The best thing you can do is
be hungry. Listen to your passion
and do art for yourself, first and
foremost."

-

-

-

-
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pair in the new buddy flick, "The Man."
used was that first take. Sam didn't
"The Man" is Levy's first starring
role since "Armed and Dangerous"
with his cult skit-comedy "SCTV"
co-star John Candy in. 1986,and. he
is slightly dumbfounded. "A lot of
guys my age can't get a job," the 58-

"'American Pie' opened a lot of
Before Levy was cast as "Jim's
dad" in that 1999 teeh-comedy
blockbuster, he had built his film
career on playing shlubby guys who
pop in for a few scenes, steal them
and then disappear. The same pattern should have prevailed in

"American Pie." He worked for
only five days. But Levy brought a
poignancy to his clueless yet caring
father that helped turn the film
into a classic.
Meanwhile, he was busy working
with filmmaker Christopher Guest
co-writing and co-starring in three
comedies aimed at a more sophisticated audience, "Waiting for
Guffman," "Best in Show" and "A
Mighty Wind." The fourth, "For
Your Consideration," "about what
happens when Oscar' is dropped
into a conversation in relation to
someone's performance," starts
shooting in October.

'

Aggie musician becomes idol

What's Next!
Tattoos: The New Accessory
By

original piece about not having
money, entitled, "Sunny

Afternoon."
"My inspirations were just being
broke," Esko said. "I got serious
when I got to college and I hooked
up with a producer."
"I did the competition for the
exposure, and for the money," he
said.
A comedy act was performed by
Ryan Goldsmith, who is an aspiring professional comedian.
"My comedy is my own stories,
you know, stuff I've gone through,"
Goldsmith said before the show.
He began to tell about a time
when his mother came to school to
whip him, but the crowd was not
responding well and did not allow
him to go any further.
After the show, Goldsmith said,
"I kinda didn't get to really get into
my stories good; the crowd was
pretty wild."
Between some of the competitors, entertainment was provided
by Couture Productions models
and Cliche modeling troupe

Candra Whitley

The Taskion Tzjtpert
Usually, the main
focus ofthis section is
clothes and fashion.
But, I've noticed a few
things around campus
over the past few years
that have become more
and more commonplace.
There is an accessory
that is always in fashion; always in style and
always with you. With
this great accessory,
you can bet you will get
a compliment or two.
As I sat in my tattoo
artist's chair for the
12th time, I thought to
myself, why do I Keep
getting these? Is it for
the thrill of doing
something that's considered wrong, or
socially un-acceptable?
I'm not sure. But one
thing I do know is that
I love getting them!

ute to his fraternity,

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity Inc.
His tattoo was done
at Little John's Tattoos,
located on High Point

Road.
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Omega Idol winner, Vanessa Ferguson, sang "Never Gonna Let You Go" by
Faith Evans to win the grand prize of $500.
By

Stancheka Boone
Features Editor
Gordon's tattoo

"I chose this design
because I'm going to be
a part of this organization forever; why not
be proud of it and let
others know what I
represent," Gordon
said.
College students have
many reasons to get
tattoos. They range

from deep, well
thought out reasons, to
spur-of-the-moment
I was just in the shop -

-

On Sept. 10, students of all ages
gathered in Carolina Theatre to
witness the first annual Omega
Idol.
The competition was judged on
the basis of originality, enthusiasm,
appearance and delivery, nine contestants performed with hopes of
winning the $500 grand prize.
Vanessa Ferguson, senior music
major, took the crown of Omega
Idol following two tiebreakers
between she and Suzann Henry.
For the first tie breaker,
Ferguson sang "Never Gonna Let

You Go" by Faith Evans and Henry
sang "Open My Heart" by Yolanda
Adams. The judges still were indecisive

Danisha Freeman, one of three
judges, said that it was a hard decision toward the end.
"All the contestants were very,
very, very talentedand I think all
the participants are winners,"
Freeman said
The judges suggested that the
two performers split the prize, but
they declined and the vote was left
up to the audience. After the audience gave a standing ovation, the
judges announced that Ferguson
was the winner.
"It feels really great to win!"

Ferguson said with a grin. "It's
such a blessing; I've been singing
since I was four years old."

When asked whatshe will do
with her winnings Ferguson said,
while sharing a hug with her grandmother, "Probably give it to my
Grandma like I usually do."
Doris McCrae, Ferguson's grandmother, said she was very happy
and she felt like it was Ferguson's
night.

"I jUst wish my whole family was
here," McCrae said.
Other performances included
spoken word, singing, rapping,
comedy and belly dancing.
One performer, "Esko," involved
the crowd when he performed an

-

from UNC-Greensboro.

Couture Productions models
wore various styles and brands of
clothing, including RocaWear and
Von Dutch, all couttesy of Hiz &
Herz Fashions, located in
Greensboro
Uche Byrd, Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Inc. member, said proceeds from the show will go toward
Talent Hunt.
"Omega Idol is a fundraiser for
Talent Hunt, the official scholarship program for the Omega Psi

Phi," said Byrd.
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc.
Mu Psi Chapter President Brooks
Shands said, "a dollar from every
ticket goes toward helping Katrina
victims.

Danielle Kearney contributed to this
story.

reasons.

Whitley's tattoo

For many centuries,
tattooing has been considered taboo. They
were usually reserved
just for thugs, bikers
and outcasts of mainstream society. But
nowadays, any and
everybody has tattoos.
If you walk around
campus, you can see
everyone, from students to professors,
sporting hody art.
Tattooing has been

around for thousands
of years It traditionally
began as a way to mark
different tribes and
within the
olynesian culture.
Tattoos also were
used of being a way to
mark criminals and

People

wrong-doers. They
have evolved from a
mark of shame, to a
symbol of pride and

Senior, Michael V.
Stanley got his tattoo
for cosmetic purposes.
"I got my astrological sign, Gemini, on my
shoulder because it just

represents me as a per-

son."

enjoyed tattooing

because it was an
expression of his individuality. He has a
back piece (a tattoo
that covers the majority of the back) in trib-

By

Carlos Taveras
Contributor

"But, it is when they [the stu
dents] start to take their major

career fair.

classes when they realize that

director, said that the Office of
Career Services works extremely
hard when planning for students
"We are really customer focused;
we put a lot of effort into the types
of events that will impact our students in a positive way," Edward
said.
Other than the OCS, students
may utilize resourses such as

maybe that was
Many students come to college

with a dream of what they would
like to do in the future.
To help them go further in their
career field, many instructors
encourage students to complete an
internship or co-op program during
their college careers.
Alton Rucker, A&T senior
research associate, said that the
goals of students tend to change as
students go through their college
Stanley's tattoo

His tattoo was done
at Warlock's Tattoos
and Body Piercings in

Raleigh.
Tattoos are now seen
more as fashion statements and are used as
a declaration of who
honor.
you are as a person.
Many people who
participate in tattooing Whether you are a sureither start getting
vivor of something
them at a young age, 18 traumatic or simply a
fan of Tweety Bird, if
or so, or either after a
mid-life, life changing you're tattooed, you are
situation that causes
part of a largely grow-

them to want to
remember what has
changed them.
Senior, Kristofer
Gordon said that he

Wanted: Real life experience

culture that will
soon be a dominant
presence in the world.
Even though everybody does not have tattoos and some refuse
to get one, tattooing is
still being recognized
as something that has
made an impact on
ing

today's society.

experience

"Somewhere during the second
and third semester the odds of students changing their major is pretty
high," Rucker said.
Director of the Center for
Student Success Rita Lamb said
she believes that some students are
indecisive about their major
because they are taking core classes
during their freshman year.

,

In A&T History
Sept. 10, 1976
The ticket prices for
football games were

announced. General
admission tickets were
$4.40, student tickets
were $3 and children's
tickets were $1.
Sept. 6, 1977

The campus bookstore, located in the
basement of the
Memorial Union, was
flooded for the eigth
year in a row.
Sept. 9, 2004

Enrollment at A&T
reached 10,000.

not what

they

thought it would be," she said.

Lamb said that students who
with undecided or
undeclared majors take different
general courses in an effort to find
what it is they really want out of
their college years.
"It is during this doubtful stage
of your college experience where an
internship comes in handy," she
said.
On A&T's campus, the Office of
Career Services (OCS) is dedicated
to helping students with theit
enter college

career hunt,

Joyce Edward, OCS executive

www.monster.com or
www.vault.com to find internships
or co-op programs

For some students, the problem
is not finding an internship, but

choosing one

When making that decision, stu-

dents should take into considera-

Located'at 101 Murphy Hall,
OCS staff members implement

tion where the internship is locat-

programs to develop interviewing
skills and resumes. They also pro-

ed, what would the duties entail,
how long does it last and will they

vide students with the most recent

get paid?

job and internship information.
One of the most important activ
ities organized by the OCS is the

tant, students, must beware of those
internships that give opportunities

Although internships are impor-

to make copies, go on mail runs
and file paperwork.
Veronica Barnes, senior finance
major, interned with Caterpillar
Inc. over the summer. She said that
students must realize that employers are aware that students do not
know how to do everything
"Be aware that you'll only know
about 25 percent of what there is
to know," she said. "Other than
people with good interviewing
skills and [good] G.P.A.'s, companies like students that are willing to
learn."
Following an internship, many
companies tend to extend job
offers after graduation. These
opportunities are based upon performance during an internship
"During the internship is where
they get an idea of your work ethics
and all that stuff, so they feel comfortable offering you a job," Barnes
said.
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Apple Finds a New Groove

What's NewsIn Business and Finance
EBay Grabs Phone,
Purchases Skype
EBay agreed to acquire Internetcalling start-up Skype Technologies
for about $2.6 billion in cash and
stock, posing a new threat to phone
companies and expanding theonlineauction company's revenue sources.
Founded in 2002, Luxembourg's
Skype allows its subscribers to talk to
one another over personal computers
free. It also allows cut-rate voicecalls
from PCs to regular phones or cellphones. Skype, which employs about
200 people, has signed up 54 million
users, mainly in Europe and Asia so
far, making it one of the fastest-growing online communities.
EBay officials said the acquisition
gives the company a new way to
reach millions of potential customers, to help customers make complicated transactions, and to open up
ways to generate revenue from services such as classified ads. Skype
also could help eBay penetrate mar-

.

kets such as India, Brazil, Russia and
China that offer huge growth potentialbut typically have lower levels of
trust in Internet-based commerce.
For the telecommunications industry, thedealcould raise the stakes
in a market already roiled by rapid

consolidation and the infusion of a
host of new competitors offering Internetphoning, including cable companies and start-ups like Vonage
Holdings. Consumers are increasingly using the Web for voice calls.
Voice services are offered not just by
phone companies but also by
videogame concerns and Internet
companies such as Google and Yahoo.

H-P Hits Market
With 10 New TVs
Hewlett-Packardis broadening its
assault on the television market, unveiling 10 new products that analysts
say will further heat up the battle for
the living room between computer
companies and traditional TV makers.
The computer and printer titan
said it will begin marketing 10 new
models of digital TVs, after entering
the market last year with just four.
The new models, aimed for the fall
shopping season, including four sets
featuring a new kind of high-definition displays based on a technology
known asWobulation, tobe priced between $2,499 and $4,999.

The H-P TVs include features that
link them to personal computers,
such as an ability by some to view
digitalphoto files and listen to music
downloads. Like its competitors,
which include Dell and Sony, analysts say H-P's new televisions are
being designed to take advantage of
the changeover in TV technology
from analog sets to digital ones.

Paychecks for Most

Declined in 2004
Wages rose briskly last year for a
small percentage of highly skilled
workers. But they failed tokeep pace
with inflation for most other workers.
According to the Department of
Labor's 2004 National Compensation
Survey, average hourly wages for
American workers were $18.09 in July
2004, up 1.9% from July 2003. During
that period, though, inflation, as
measured by the consumer-price index, advanced 3%, wiping out the

wage gains.
From 1997 to 2004, wages beat in-

flation, rising 19.9%,compared with a
gain of 17.7% for the CPI. But Jim
Glassman, an economist at J.P. Morgan Chase & Co., says the economy
was strong in the late 1990s and energy prices were subdued. Now that
inflation has picked up and employers are holding the line on wages, he
says, salaries are being squeezed "as
benefit costs go up, and an energy
shock like this is catching everyone
off guard."
Average hourly pay for pilots, despite turmoil in the airline industry,
was $113.82 last year, up 15.6% from
2003 and the highest for any job category measured. Economics professors, owing to their subject's popularity and therelative scarcity of profes-

Latest iPod Is Small,

SurprisinglyPowerful;
Just Don't Sit On It

Internet Calling
Voice calls are no longer just offered
by phonecompanies.
COMPANY

SERVICE

Google

Google IM chat service

Yahoo

Yahoo Messenger chat

Grab

service

Vonage

Internet-based phone
calls

Net2Phone

Internet-based phone
calls

EBay

Skype chat service and
prepaid Internet calls

© 2005 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. AllRights Reserved.

sors who teach it, came in second,
with average hourly pay of $63.98, up
1.9%.In thirdplace were medical doctors, at $57.90, up 9.4%.

Struggling Delta
Seeks Pilot Pay Cut
It's unclearhow long pilots willre
main atop the list of big wage gain
ers.
Delta Air Lines has requested a
new round of wage concessions from
its unionized pilots as the company
became the latest airline to slide toward a likely bankruptcy-protection
filing.

The union and the company said

they met Sept. 12 to discuss the company's request. The meeting came as
Delta prepares for a filing under
Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code. The filing would represent the

culmination offour years offinancial
misery for the third-largest U.S. airline in terms of traffic. Delta has tallied nearly $10 billion in losses since
the start of 2001, hurt by high fuel
prices and relentless competition,
and its efforts to restructure outside
bankruptcy have been complicated
by its debt load of $20 billion and
steep pension obligations.

For M.B.A. Seekers,
It May Pay to Play
Can an online game offering thousands of dollars in prizes reverse the
slide in master of business administration applications? Starting Sept.
26, potential M.B.A. applicants to the
University of Rochester's William E.
Simon Graduate School of Business
Administration will begin playing a
business-simulation game that
promises a full scholarship of more
than $70,000' to the winner, plus
smaller scholarships for the runnersup.

a standard American
business card. Now, get a
pair of scissors and trim the
long sideof thecard by 20%.
That's all the space you
need to hold over 1,000
songs, plus audio books, podcasts and
photos if you buy Apple Computer's
newest iPod model, the gorgeous and
sleek iPod nano.
I have been testing a nano for the
past few days, and I am smitten. It's
not only beautiful and incredibly
thin, but I found it exceeds Apple's
performance claims.

PERSONAL TECHNOLOGY:
A productreview by Wall Street Journal
columnist WalterS. Mossberg.

In fact, the nano has thebest combination of beauty and functionality
of anv music player I've tested-including the iconic original whiteiPod.
And it sounds great. Available in classic iPod white, or a lustrous black
(my favorite), the nano is not only
small, it's stunningly skinny-about
the thickness of five credit cards
stacked on top of one another. That
means it can be carried easily in even
the snuggest of clothing and the
smallest ofpurses, and worn comfortably during exercise. You could even
carry it in a wallet, if you were sure
you wouldn'tsit on it.
Slide Shows
Yet the nano, which starts at $199
in the middle of the iPod range, contains key features previously available only on the largest, costliest
iPods. These include a sharp color
screen, the ability to display the album covers for the songs it's playing,
and the ability to store a user's photos
and display them in slide shows accompanied by music.
Also, despite its small size, the
nano holds plenty of songs and can
play them for a long time. The base
$199 modelhas two gigabytes of storage, which Apple says can hold 500

Slim Pick

How Apple's new iPod nano stacks up against oldei ir models

DIMENSIONS, IN INCHES
WEIGHT,

IN OUNCES

iPod shuffle

iPod nano

iPod

3.3 X 0.98 X 0.33

3.5x1.6x0.27

4.1x2.4x0.63

9)

gigabyte

0.78
A deck of playing cards

APPROXIMATE SIZE

A pack of gum

A business card

SCREEN

None

Color,

12 hours
0.5 or 1

14 hours

15hours

2or4

20 or 60

CLAIMED SONG CAPACITY

120 or 240

500 or 1,000

5,000 or 15,000

PRICE

$99 or$129

$199 or$249

$299 or$399

1.5inches

Color,

2 inches

PHOTO DISPLAY
BATTERY LIFE
STORAGE, IN

GIGABYTES

nano costs

$50 more than the mini

of the same capacity,
but it is even more
stylish and easier to
carry, and itincludes a
color screen where the
mini's was monochrome. It also displays the album title
for every song you
play, which the mini
omitted.

Source: the company

songs. A second model, at $249, has
four gigabytes of storage and can
hold 1,000 songs, Apple claims. The
company says this slip of a player
somehowpacks in a large enough battery to play continuously for 14hours.
In my tests, I found that the nano s
battery lasted a bit longer than Apple
claims-14hours and 18minutes. And
I was easily able topack around 1,20C
songs, plus a couple dozen photos,
into the $249
model, because
most older pop
and rock tunes
tend to be
shorter than the
notional song
Apple uses to
calculate capacity

In a second 1
test, I loaded the ■
entire 16-hour ■
unabridged au-

the iPod mini, is half
as thick and weighs
less than half as much.
Yet it holds as many
songs as the base
model mini. The four-

jya; mo and side view
dio version of —■
"The Da Vinci Code" onto my test
four-gigabyte nano and stillhad room
left over for 1,128 songs, plus my 24
photos, a couple of podcast episodes
and about 50 contacts copied from my
computer's address book. That's
more than enough material for most
people, even if it doesn't compare
with the 15,000 songs or up to 25,000
photos that Apple says its $399 fullsize iPod can hold.
Apple is also shipping some optional accessories for the nano, including colored rubber covers, called

-

"tubes," an armband and a desktop
dock. But the coolest accessory is a
$39 lanyard with earbuds built-in at
the neck. I found it to be perfect not
only for exercising, but for walking
around with the nano.
Overall, inmy tests, theiPod nano
performed as advertised, or better. I
found no significant flaws or downsides. The only quirks are that the
headphone jack is on the bottom, because there isn't room for it on the
top; and to make room for the jack,
thestandardiPod connector port that
hooks up to many accessories has
been placed off-center. But neitherof
these oddities matters much. In fact,
the bottom-mounted headphone jack
makes the optional lanyard earbuds
possible, and keeps the screen oriented properly when you're wearing
them.
Despite its small size, the nano
sounded as good as any other iPod,
and is packed with plenty of audio
power. Plugged into my car speakers,
it was able to belt out the new Fountains of Wayne rocker, "Maureen,"
loudly enough to be heard perfectly,
even though I was going 70 mph in a
convertible with the top down.
The nano replaces the wildly popular iPod mini, which had been Apple's smallestfull-feature iPod.When
the mini came out in February 2004, it
seemed incredibly small and sleek
compared with the original iPod,
which itselfseemed amazingly small
compared with its competitors.
But the nano is 62% smaller than

This combination
of small size, good battery life and
healthy capacity is made possible by
the fact that the nano stores its music
and photos on slim, small chips called
flash memorymodules, insteadof the
hard disks used by most earlier
iPods. Flash memory not only takes
up less room than a hard disk does,
but it uses lesspowerand isn't as susceptible to skipping due to motion, or
damage from drops.
Drop Test
In fact, during my tests, I dropped
the nano several times, deliberately,
from a height of about 3 feet, and it
didn't miss a beat. I also wore it
around my neck on the lanyard during a couple of hours of pounding
treadmill exercise, and it never
skipped orfroze.
There are dozens of small, flashbased music players, but I haven't
seen any thatcombine the nano's size
and features. These features include
therelatively large, 1.5 inch high-resolution color screen; Apple's famous
iPod navigation wheel; and the standardiPod connector port, which links
to numerous iPod accessories. Most
flash players have tiny screens that
are hard to read, lousy navigation
and few or no accessories.
Apple hopes that the nano's slendersize and ample capacity will blunt
the belief that people don't want to
carry a separate phone and music
player.
AllI can sayis: It sure is small and
it sure is cool.

Questions
Arise Over
Student Loans

Resorting to contests and prizes

shows just how tough times are for

full-time M.B.A. programs. The
Graduate Management Admission
Council reports that 72% of full-time
M.B.A. programs experienced an application decline this year as more
people opted to keep their jobs and
seek a part-time, executive or online
M.B.A. degree instead.

Odds & Ends
Honda said thatit will be thefirst

motorcycle producer to put an air bag

on one ofits bikes, and that it has chosen the U.S. market to launch it. The
air bag will be available next spring
on the 1800cc Honda Gold Wing.
Chinese exports continued to grow,
hitting $67.82billion in August. That's
32% higher than a year earlier. While
imports in August grew as well, up
23% from a year earlier, China still
recorded a monthly trade surplus of
$10.04 billion, Chinese government
data show. Economists warn that support in the U.S. Congress for protectionist trade policies, muted somewhat after China's currencyrevaluation in July, could return.

...

ByJayHershey
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Students displaced by Hurricane
Katrina turn to online education pro-

•
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A look at twentysomethings who
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•a graduate
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By Anne Marie Chaker

A

growing number of universities are making money a
new way. They are lending

it to their own students.
While such loans are
usually slightly cheaper for
students than borrowing from banks,
the practice is raising questions
among some educators and lawmakers about possible conflicts of interest. Universities make the loans to
students and eventually sell the debt
to a partner bank or otherlenderfor a
set premium-typically from 2%to 6%
of the totalvalueof theloans. For budget-strapped schools, that can translate to millions of dollars of funding.
About 100 schools now participate
in school-as-lender programs. That's
up from 64 in 2003-04, when schools
made more than $1.5 billion in loans,
according to the Government Accountability Office. Many schools say
the revenues go directly back to their
financial-aid coffers. And financialaid officials say theloans are a better
deal for borrowers than loans issued
by banks or the government, because
the schools typically waive certain
fees. (The interest rates on these and
other federal student loans are set by
the government.)
But critics are concerned the programs may create incentives for
schools to encourage too much borrowing. Universities themselves set
the price of attendance, and play a big
role in determining how much financial aid students receive. If schools
stand to gain from an increase in
loans, they could offer debt-heavy aid
packages that aren't in the students'
best interest, these critics say.
The University ofCalifornia did a
study last year that found it could
make about $2 million a year from a
school-as-lender arrangement.
Lawmakers are moving to curb
these lending arrangements. Thefederal Higher Education Act that governs student-loan programs expires
at the end of the month. And both the
House and Senate versions of legislation to reauthorize it include a requirement that all profits from loans
made by schools be used for aid to
needy students. (Many schools already say they do that, but it isn't required by law.) The Senate version
would also bar any new schools from
lending directly to students.
Schools for their part say that it
would be against their own best interest to abuse their role as lender by
loading students up with debt.
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Wrong time for the
victim name game
Not long after the biggest natural disaster in this
country's history started soaking in, a new crisis arose
Sort of.
In the midst of flooded homes, possibly thousands
dead or dying and complete lawlessness in the streets
of the United States' 35th- largest city, the word
"refugee" sparked a debate.
The definition of a refugee, according to Webster's
New World Dictionary, is "a person who flees from
home or country to seek refuge elsewhere, as in a time
of war or of political or religious persecution."
Former presidential candidate and A&T alumnus
Jesse Jackson surfaced in Houston's Astrodome, where
thousands of Hurricane Katrina's victims were being
housed, to say the media's use of the word "refugee"
was racist.

The Congressional Black Caucus and other leaders
followed suit, and the media picked up on it. Pretty
soon, the "refugee" debate took on a life of its own.
Meanwhile, the displaced victims of Hurricane
Katrina saw images of their cities fully submerged, their
homes destroyed and began the difficult task of trying
to contact relatives and loved ones.
Well, at least they weren't being called refugees
anymore

The Rev. Jesse Jackson does have a point. The
word refugee seems to incite thoughts of Africans in
Darfur, Sudan seeking safe haven from government-

sanctioned military genocide.
The images of poor and starving blacks

in the

South already resembles images from a famine-stricken
or war-torn African nation, but the use of political
words such as refugee only furthers the mental image.
It is a mental image that is easy to disconnect from and
soon forget. Theresult of Hurricane Katrina should
not soon be forgotten by any American
To use the word refugee when describing displaced
New Orleanians is not totally out of context, but, at
times like these, any energy spent debating the proper
name of a group of people is better spent trying to help
those people,
Thousands fled their homes with only what they
could carry, and thousands more were left to fend for
themselves while the government did nothing for five
days.
The government's inaction to save its people is no
different than if it actively sought out and killed its
people. Which is worse: to drown a man, or to watch
and listen as a man drowns?
To actively kill someone in this country is murder.
To stand by and watch them die is negligent homicide
Both are punishable by law. Should the director of
FEMA, or the president, who failed to act, be charged
with negligent homicide?
FEMA's director, Michael D. Brown, has since
stepped down fromhis post. But it is highly unlikely
that he or President Bush will be held accountable for
the government's lack of action following the hurricane
Katrina disaster.
And that is a topic worthy of debate

Editorials in the above column represent the opinions of the A&T Register
editorial board.

"I just happen to be one of those people
who enjoy nestling among bushes.
'Stalking' is your word, Missy."

Must conserve fuel
plies in the United States as

(KRT)

The following editorial appeared in
the San Jose Mercury News on
Wednesday, August 10, 2005:

opposed

to

figuring out how to

conserve.

The United States consumes a
the world's oil; it has
about 2 percent of the world's
proven reserves. Unless prospectors
have somehow overlooked another
Saudi Arabia under American soil,
we won't be pumping our way out.
Instead of drilling for more oil,
the United States should be reducing the demand. But the energy bill
did nothing to increase the fuel
efficiency of the nation's vehicle
fleet. Efficiency has actually been
quarter of

Maybe gasoline prices will do
what Congress and the president
resist doing: Push Americans to use
less.
President Bush signed an energy
bill Aug. 8 with the cautionary
words that it won't bring down the
cost of gas anytime soon,
No bill could have, short of the
folly of price controls. The price is
primarily driven by the rising
worldwide price of oil, now at
roughly $64 a barrel, the result of
increasing demand from rapidly
industrializing countries such as
China
But on oil, most of the energy
bill's provisions run in the wrong
direction looking for more sup-

If

-

ft

where Congress would not. The

evi-

dence that higher gas prices have
reduced consumption is sketchy
and preliminary, but promising.
For the first four months of 2005,
the Energy Commission reports,

cent

There's no evidence that drivers
dumping thirsty SUVs in
droves. But nationwide, more fuelthrifty gasoline-electric hybrid cars
were sold in the first six months of
2005 than in all of 2004.
Nonetheless, hybrids were only 0.5
percent of all auto sales in 2004.
High gas prices aren't popular.
They are particularly hard on people with long commutes, or on
companies that transport goods or
people. But the energy prophets
have been warning consumers and
lawmakers alike that the day of
reckoning was coming. They
weren't heeded, and the price is
now being paid
are

Dumbing down the news
By Bronwyn Lance Chester
The Virginian-Pilot
(KRT)

Question: What would happen if
"Saturday Night Live's" Wayne and
Garth received a grant from the
Corporation for Public

m
"It's all right, sir... I got a food handler's license.
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declining in recent years
Here is where prices may work

gasoline purchases were 0.5 percent
lower than for the first four months
of 2004. Since the population grew
by 1.5 percent in that time, per
capita use declined by about 2 per-

James Harris
(Cartoonist

Broadcasting?

Answer: "Current TV."
For the hopelessly unhip stuck in
an era of camera-less cell phones
and Palm Pilots so 20th century
"Current TV" is a 24-hour news
channel founded by former Vice
President Al Gore, and aimed at
impatient, Internet-sawy 18- to 34year-olds
Its hook? "You are the viewer and
producer."
Like the inner workings of a
Valley Girl's mind, "Current" flits
from topic to topic via short news
segments called "pods" many of
which are sent in by viewers- interspersed with the most popular
Internet searches of the moment.
For the attention-challenged, a
bar at the bottom of the screen tells
viewers who can also vote for what
goes on TV how much time
remains in each pod
"Current," which debuted Aug. 1,
has pompously touted itself as "a
tapas bar of ideas," and "an outpost
in a locked-down television land-

-

-

-

- -

scape."

Instead, it's more like ADHD

TV.
Being on the cusp of the net-

work's demographic, I've tried

-

honestly to give it a shot.

But every time I've channel-

-

But that's why millions.,( of us simply surf the Internet for our dose of

surfed to "Current," its "news" more
closely resembles a narcissists' convention held at Ripley's Believe It

current events

or Not.

change channels.

One segment featured a guy
obsessed with his Air Jordan shoe
collection
Another lionized graffiti "artists"

And the flip side of not having
execs select your news is having Biff
and Tripp at Theta Chi choose it
for you. Which must explain

in Japan

"Current's" content.
After all, it's easier to

Yet another consisted of selfabsorbed twenty-somethings bleating about their "quarter-life crisis."
One participant actually wailed, "I
don'tknow whether to do my medical residency in San Francisco or
Boston!" while his colleague
dithered over becoming an
acupuncturist or a music organizer.
And what was "Current" showing
as Hurricane Katrina was about to
blow the Gulf Coast off the map? A
bald guy getting tattoos lasered
from his scalp
An unintentionally entertaining
segment sorry, "pod" was a howto for snagging a medical marijuana
permit in California, after which
the host disclosed that the piece
was taped prior to the Supreme
Court's June decision upholding
prosecutions for medicinal toking.
Not very current.
Inexplicably, this posturing channel has become the darling of
media critics. The New York Times
called Gore's efforts "betting a network on youths who think." Only if
they're thinking of committing a

-

-

felony.

I understand the appeal of not
having a bunch of stuffy suits
decide what you'll see on the news

or compulsively

laugh at
the dude with the tattooed head
than understand the Iraqi constitutional process or what's going on in
Gaza.

Thereal travesty is that this grab-

the-Ritalin channel supplanted the
genuine journalism of Newsworld
International, whose signal it now
occupies

That network featured broadcasts
from Germany, Japan, Great
Britain and, most prominently, the

Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation. Think an entire net-

work of cool, calm Peter Jenningses
reporting in-depth, thoughtful sto-

"Current" is trying to be the

Schoolhouse Rock of headlines
That's not a bad thing.
This is: Instead of civics, it's passing off graffiti and lasered bald
heads as significant.
Young Americans deserve better.
But since this channel's content is
largely viewer-driven, I'm not certain we want better.
However, a Current-inspired tattoo-removal trend for teens? Now
that would be newsworthy.

Aggies hold off Spartans, get first win
with ten tackles. Chamar
Milton notched nine tackles and a
sack and All-MEAC first teamer
Rickie Lewis nine tackles and a
half-sack. The defense took advantage of just about every NSU mistake.
The Aggies broke the spirit of
the Spartan defense rushing for
first down after first down.
Holding the ball for over 10 minutes in the 4th quarter including a
12-play drive that saw A&T run
twelve consecutive run plays and
milk the last 5:50 off the game
clock.
ance

By

Mike McCray
Photographer
Coming off an opening day
defeat to Division II North
Carolina Central on Labor Day,
the Aggies (1-1, 1-0) pulled out a
rough first win as they defeated
Norfolk State (0-2, 0-1) 16-14 at
Aggie Stadium on Saturday.
The game saw the induction of
five new members to A&.T Hall of
Fame and the first game with the
state-of-the art scoreboard in place.
The Aggies came out a little flat,
struggling to move the ball and
stop the running game of Norfolk
State led by freshman Daryl Jones
in the first half.
Not to be outdone, the Aggie
running game stepped up. After
Brandon Sweeney was hurt on only
his second carry, the Aggies looked
to last years starter Quante Speight
to carry to the load, finishing with
152 yards on 25 carries.
"No matter who went down the
next man had to step up and that
was a classic example of the next
man stepping up," head coach
George Small said. "Those guys did
exactly what we stated we would do
as a team

Sweeney did return after tweaking his ankle and still finished the
game with 42 yards on only seven
carries, but was not nearly as effective as his 153-yardperformance

against NCCU. Chaz Truesdale
added 41 yards and a touchdown
on seven carries as all Aggie rushers
averaged more than five yards per
carry.

The running game and offensive

line flexed their muscle and did
allow a sack all day.
"We've had backups play last
year for us and we know what they
can do, so we are confident in our
backups and in our own ability as a
line," senior offensive guard Chris
Gates said
After being down 7-0 and cornnot

Small said that it's good to have
the victory to give a little momentum going into Thursday night.
"A win always makes you feel
good so there is hope and encouragement especially dealing with the
young guys," he said. "With consistent play and lack of mistakes, you
got the chance to win a ball game
but as they saw today. They cant
afford those type of mistakes and
we're going to have to play consistent football especially with the
conference champions coming in
Thursday night."

"We have legs for days
so we justran the ball,"
sophomore RB Quante
Speight said. We had
energy and we saw their
weakness; they were
getting tired so we kept
runnmg
PHOTOS BY MIKE MCCRAY

Quante Speight rushes for 152 yards on 25 carries and a touchdown to lead
the Aggies to victory after starting running back Brandon Sweeney went down
with an injury.

ing on to punt after yet another
three and out series, the Aggies saw
momentum shift as

sophomore

punter Domonique Brown boomed
a punt 58 yards and freshman

Brandon Colbert recovered a fumble in the end zone for a touchdown
When asked how shocked he was
to see the NSU returner Dario
Walker field a punt on the one,
Colbert said, "Very shocked."
A&T's place kicking woes continued as freshman Joseph Arroyo
continued to struggle missing the
ensuing extra-point, but he did
come through with an important
field goal later in the game.
The second quarter saw both
teams stalemate as neither one
could generate scoring drives. After

long gain on the ground, senior
Marshall Glenn tried to force a
pass that resulted in an interception. This led members of the
Aggie Nation to chant, "We Want
Rico", speaking of the fan favorite
backup quarterback Orrick
Watkins, the starting QB from the
2003 Championship season.
Watkins only played one series
Saturday and was equally as ineffective going 0-2 with an interception.
"It gave him (Glenn) an opportunity to see things from the perspective we saw it from the sidelines, which is a lot different from
being under fire out there on the
field," Small said. So I felt like
that probably helped him some
After sitting a series, Glenn came
out more focused and poised leada

ing two second half scoring drives.

The Aggies 2nd half domination
prompted members of the media to
ask what they changed during the
half. The Aggies passing game left a
lot to be desired, as A&T passers
combined to go 5-15 for 82 yards
and two interceptions
"We really didn'tdo anything a
whole lot different," Small said.
"Just a whole lot more determination and great running by our
backs; we corrected some things as
far as the level of execution, I
would say that was the biggest
thing."

The Blue Death Defense looked
the start of the
game, but made adjustments and
stepped up in crunch time. Monta'
Daniels turned in a solid performout of sorts at

"We were very very fortunate
today to pull out this victory,"
Small said. "We still did not play
sound enough football, but we still
can correct those mistakes and that
is something we are going to do
and concentrate on especially with

Linebacker Chamar
Milton celebrates after
a sack against the
Spartans.

a team like Hampton coming in

"We have to learn how to be
more dominant and consistent on
both sides of the football. We had
way to many communication breakdowns on the field and a lack of
execution so there is definitely
room for improvement"

this week. Like they say a win is a
win and we going to take the victory, yet in still we weren't overall
happy with our performance."
A&T will host the reigning
MEAC Champions, Hampton,
Thursday, Sept 15 at Aggie
Stadium. The game will be televised on ESPNU.
"This week coming up is what
we've been waiting for. We practiced since August on through for
this," Speight said. "We've been
waiting for this, we got enough
practice in, we got practice this
week so we'll be ready to go."
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Six former athletes inducted Volleyball team handles Hampton
into A&T Sports Hall of Fame
Jackson
By Eddie

Parsons

Contributor

LONNIE HARRIS
Hometown: Dayton, Ohio
Years: 1977-81
After A&T: Played semiprofessional football.
Highlight: Getting "greased" by older, bigger upperclassmen like George
Small, A&T's current head football coach, and Wheeler Brown,
the assistant athletic director.

JOE "BLOOM" BL00MFIELD
Hometown: Rockingham, N.C

-

Years: 1973 77
After A&T Played semiprofessional football for Carolina Chargers. Worked for
Duke Energy
Highlight: Beating South Carolina State 16-15 for the 1975 MEAC championship,
and celebrating the victory with the fans.

The A&T volleyball (2-4, 1-0
MEAC) team kept their season
rolling on the road against
Hampton University (6-3, 0-1
MEAC). The Lady Aggies opened
aggressively, winning game one 3024. Game two was similar to game
one with the Aggies soaring to a
15-8 start and went on to win the
match 30-16.
In game three, the Lady Pirates
seemed to finally get their act

together, with freshman Alyssa
leading Hampton to a 3331 victory.
In the deciding game, A&T's
Arlene Mitchell, the Mid-Eastern
Athletic Conference player of the
week, recorded eight of her 19 kills
during as the Lady Aggies went on
to win by a score of30-20, thus
ending the Lady Pirates four-match
winning streak.
Head coach Millicent Sylvan said
that Hampton did not attack offensively so the Lady Aggie's defense
was not challenged and they were

:o over-

power the

Lady Pirates
"The game

went well, we
started out on

.

good note,"
she said. "We
were good
a

offensively,

,

tensive!

and serving.

„

Brendan
chatman had
29 assists
against
Hampton.
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ROBERT REID

Hometown: Middletown, Pa
Years: 1952-54
After A&T: Taught elementary school for 10 years, and high school for 29 years.
Was elected the first black mayor of Middletown, Pa.
Highlight: Getting headbutted by a boxer from Shaw University. When he went to
the hospital to get stitches, some of the medicine ran in his eye. The next day his face
was swollen and red. He had won the fight, but everyone thought he had lost. To this
day, a small scar still exists.
ROBERT EARL "HIGH POCKETS" BRYANT
Hometown: Kinston, N.C.
Years: 1959-63
After A&T: Was drafted into the Army. Played and coached semiprofessional base
ball until he broke a rib. Has since retired.
Highlight: In a road game against Delaware State. The Aggies were ahead by one
run in the bottom of the ninth inning. With the tying run at third, a Delaware State
batter attempted a sacrifice bunt. Bryant, anticipating the bunt, caught the ball and
also tagged the runner. His double play ended the game and secured A&T's third
straight CIAA baseball championship.

HENRY "FLIM-FLAM" FLEMING
Hometown: Charleston, S.C.
Years: 1962-67
After A&T: Served in the military, overseas in Germany. Earned a Master's degree,
and taught and coached for 10 years. Retired from the U.S. Postal Service.
Highlight: A 1967 game against Howard. A&T was ahead 3-2 in the bottom of the
ninth with 2 outs when a Howard player hit a pop-up just beyond second base.
Fleming intended to catch it, but a teammate called him off. Moments later, the team
mate yelled that the sun was in his eyes and Fleming would have to catch the ball. It
was too late. The ball dropped to the ground, two Howard baserunners score< 1, and
the Bison went on to win the 1967 championship.
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